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Abstract

The cyberspace governance system of the Islamic Republic of Iran has
undergone various structural changes due to the rapid development of
information and communication technology in the past years. In the last
decade a higher council called "Supreme Cyberspace Council™ has been
formed with the aim of focusing on and integrating cyberspace policies.
The purpose of the research is to investigate and analyze the functional
gap of this Supreme Council, and by evaluating the path taken, it also
clarifies the path ahead of this institution. This is a mixed research. In
the qualitative part, the data collected (from documents, libraries, the
Supreme Leader’s remarks, and interviews) were analyzed using the
thematic analysis method, and finally, the goals and tasks of the
Supreme Council were classified into 23 organizing and 5 global
themes. In the quantitative section, the importance-performance
analysis (IPA) method was used to analyze the data collected from the
questionnaire. There have been two main results. First, identifying and
classifying the general objectives of the Council and their appraisal.
Second, categorizing the components according to expert views. The
findings indicate that, in general, the Supreme Cyberspace Council
needs to strengthen most of the tasks related to the "decision making
and policy design” and "policy evaluation".
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