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Abstract

The increasing number and diversity of media industry actors and related
strategic challenges, such as technological innovation and digitalization make
traditional top-down strategy formulation ineffective. Instead, an emergent
model is needed to understand the development of competitive strategies. This
study aims to refine a model that introduces and prioritizes components of
competitive strategy formation among new media industry and employs a
mixed-methods approach. In the first phase, data were collected through
content analysis of library related resources. Then, the second phase involved
quantitatively validating the qualitative findings using the Delphi method and
then prioritizing using interpretive structural modeling (ISM). The findings
highlight three core dimensions—context, content, and process—in strategy
formation, encompassing fourteen prioritized components which are proposed
in four priority levels: First: Audience engagement, change leadership, rapid
adaptation to challenges, innovation culture, application of new technologies,
use of data and algorithms, and exploitation of dynamic capabilities. Second:
Network thinking, transparency in mission, and organizational willpower.
Third: Platform-based approach, government rules and policies. Fourth: User
awareness and satisfaction, alongside audience preferences and media
consumption patterns.
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Abstract

This study develops a model for identifying provincial issues and setting the
policy agenda in Zanjan, addressing the research gap in provincial-level
analysis. Using a Glaserian grounded theory approach and the Six C's
framework, qualitative data from semi-structured interviews were analyzed
through open, axial, and selective coding, yielding 111 codes, 55 concepts,
and 14 core categories. Findings indicate that "provincial issue identification
and agenda setting"” is shaped by institutional-political centralization, socio-
cultural disjunctions, and stakeholder power dynamics. Key barriers to
evidence-based decision-making include limited economic-technological
capacity, inefficient organizational culture, coordination gaps among
agencies, and a shortage of skilled human capital. Triggering events, such as
social crises, and demographic-environmental shifts often lead to reactive,
short-term policymaking, causing governance inefficiencies and selective
issue prioritization. The study highlights the role of informal networks and
recommends establishing joint monitoring systems, strengthening
participatory councils with guilds and academics, and leveraging big data
technology to enhance inter-agency coordination and transparency, thus
improving provincial governance and policy effectiveness.
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Abstract

This research aims to create a grounded theory regarding the phenomenon of
managerial alienation in public organizations in Amol. The research strategy
employed an emerging design of grounded theory, and the participants
consisted of 22 employees from 7 public organizations in Amol, selected
through theoretical sampling until theoretical saturation was reached. The core
category explaining managerial alienation was identified as the identity failure
of the manager manifested in two forms: servant-oriented and self-serving.
Servant-oriented identity failure arises from the manager's self-assessment
and has a positive impact on his intention to leave the job, while self-serving
identity failure stems from the manager's self-valuation, positively affecting
his rumination. The dynamics of these relationships are presented in a model
in the article. Metaphorically, the emergence of servant-oriented identity
failure in an alienated manager is described with three concepts: a mere figure
on the wall, a sycophantic servant, and a paper lion. Additionally, the concept
of an abandoned master is articulated for self-serving identity failure.
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Abstract

With rising consumer concerns about the environmental and social impacts of
their purchases, this study identifies and prioritizes factors influencing the
adoption of Al chatbots in mindful purchasing behavior. Such behavior
reflects consumer choices that consider environmental, ethical, social, and
cultural aspects. Chatbots can support responsible decision-making by
providing real-time, personalized information. Using a mixed-method
approach, the qualitative phase included semi-structured interviews with 24
online shoppers from five major Iranian cities. Thematic analysis revealed
three main categories: individual, environmental, and technological factors.
The quantitative phase applied the Level-Based Weight Assessment (LBWA)
method based on evaluations from seven experts. A total of 43 codes, 14
organizing themes, and 3 overarching themes were identified. Key factors
included environmental concern, privacy issues, social approval, perceived
usefulness, and human-like interaction. "Perceived usefulness" ranked
highest, followed by "localization,” "personalization,” and "“cultural
alignment,™ highlighting the importance of local values. Results suggest that
culturally tailored, transparent, and needs-oriented chatbots enhance adoption.
Future studies should explore cross-cultural comparisons, reduce tech anxiety
through digital literacy, and assess long-term impacts on mindful purchasing.
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Sustainable Consumption; Technology Adoption.
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Abstract

This research examines the brand associations of two candidates, Masoud
Pezeshkian and Saeed Jalili, during the 14th presidential election among
university students in Tehran. The primary aim is to identify and analyze the
positive and negative mental images and associations related to these two
candidates to facilitate the analysis and prediction of voters' electoral
behavior. The methodology is qualitative, utilizing interviews and a
conceptual mapping approach of brand associations. Findings indicate that
Pezeshkian's political brand is associated with positive traits such as
trustworthiness and simplicity, though negative associations like lack of
planning also exist. Jalili's brand is linked with positive characteristics like
revolutionary zeal and anti-imperialism, but also strongly connected to
negative associations such as extremism. The results show that Pezeshkian's
positive associations have greater influence due to their coherence and
repetition, enabling them to overshadow negative associations. Conversely,
extremism, as a negative association linked to Jalili, may adversely affect his
brand image. The study demonstrates that political figures’ brand associations
can significantly influence voters' electoral behavior.
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Abstract

Rapid technological advancements and shifts in the business environment are
driving companies towards innovation and enhanced competitiveness. In this
context, Corporate Venture Capital (CVC) is recognized as a strategic tool to
facilitate innovation and sustainable growth, involving minority investments
by large corporations in startups. Successful CVC implementation faces
numerous challenges, including balancing strategic and financial objectives.
This research aims to design a model for structuring and organizing CVC
within parent companies.

The research methodology is based on thematic analysis, combining empirical
data (expert interviews) and a review of existing research. The resulting model
is a decision-support framework built upon 13 key components across four
dimensions: structural, investment strategy, human capital, and organizational
interactions. This model is grounded in contingency logic, offering 58
decision-making options to enable customization based on each parent
company's objectives, maturity level, structure, and organizational culture.
This framework, by considering local nuances, provides practical guidance for
managers and policymakers, and by offering a cohesive and actionable
framework, it helps fill existing gaps in CVC literature and enhance
organizational capabilities in innovation management.
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1. Corporate Venture Capital (CVC)
2.CVC

3. Google Ventures

4. Not Invented Here

5. Venture Capital (VC)
6. VC

7.CEO

8. CFO

9.R&D

10. CTO

11. Seed Stage

12. Series A

13. Series B

14. Series C

15. Carried Interest

16. BU

17. Parenting Advantage
18. Corporate Strategy
19. Interface Management
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